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Le mois de mars a été 
élu « French 
Language Month » 
par l’Alliance 
Française. À cette 
occasion, plusieurs 
événements culturels 
se sont déroulés autour 
la francophonie. 
 L’Auckland Art 
Gallery et l’Alliance 
française se sont 
associées pour 
proposer un weekend 
français, les 21 et 22 
mars. Avec plus de 400 
visiteurs, la 2ème 
édition de ce French 
weekend, a fait encore 
mieux que l’année 
précédente. Les 
participants ont pu 
partir à la découverte 
de la langue française à 
travers un programme 
complet. 
 Les visiteurs étaient accueillis à l’entrée de la galerie 
par de magnifiques voitures Peugeot classiques. Des 
visites des expositions en cours (comme l’exposition 
Billy Apple par Blandine Massiet du Biest) ont été 
proposées en français. 
 Deux programmes de courts métrages français 
ont été diffusés, le samedi à destination des familles et 
le dimanche pour les adultes. La sélection des films 
(fournis par le festival international de Clermont 
Ferrand) était excellente et le public est venu en nombre 
assister à ces projections. 
 Les enseignants de l’Alliance Française ont animé 
un « Family Drop In ». La langue française était le 
point orgue de cet atelier. Des boîtes « Lunii » ont été 
utilisées dans des ateliers de création. Lunii, est une 
boîte qui produit des contes interactifs de récits 
imaginaires, en français bien sûr. Cette fabrique à 
histoires pour les enfants offre une nouvelle expérience 
en s’inspirant de la tradition orale du conte. Lunii 

raconte un récit original spécialement conçu par et pour 
les enfants, en s’appuyant sur une base de données 
d’aventures. À chaque écoute, c’est une nouvelle histoire 
qui commence… 
 Nous avons également reçu David Fauquemberg, 
le lauréat du Randall Cottage 2015. Il a pu échanger 
avec Finlay MacDonald partageant réflexions sur la 
littérature, récits de voyages et anecdotes dans une 
ambiance décontractée. 
 Nous avons eu la chance d’accueillir 
Julie Georgia Bernard la réalisatrice française du 
film documentaire Handmade with Love in France. 
Elle a ouvert le weekend à l’Auckland Art Gallery avec 
une discussion en compagnie de Sharon Evans-
Mikellis, (Senior Lecturer, Fashion Design at AUT 
University). Nous en avons appris plus sur les artisans 
parisiens de haute couture comme Dior, Chanel… 
 Ces activités originales ont amené les Aucklandais, 
francophones et francophiles à (re)découvrir 
l’Auckland Art Gallery en français ! 

 
- Marina Lacal, Coordinatrice culturelle. 

(More on page 4) 

L’espace d’un weekend Auckland était français! Competition 
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Alliance Française volunteers Camille and Louis welcome visitors to the French Weekend at 

the Auckland Art Gallery. 
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In a changing world, organisational renewal is essential. Recog-

nising this need, the Fondation Alliance Française in Paris has 

produced a template for more rigorous Constitutions and, at an 

Extraordinary General Meeting in November 2014, we voted to 

adopt a revised Constitution for our Alliance, which meets these 

guidelines. One of the requirements of our new Constitution is 

that committee members may serve a maximum term of six con-

secutive years. 

 As a result, three committee members, Rosemary Arnoux, 

David Elliott and I stepped down at the AGM on 11 April. I would 

like to thank Rosemary and David for the contribution they have 

made to the committee and, for my own part, I would like to say 

that it has been a huge privilege to serve the Auckland Alliance as 

President. 

 Rob Verkerk, an experienced committee member, has been 

elected President. Sadly, we will farewell both Jean-Marc and 

Aude soon as they are both returning to France. They have done 

an amazing job for us and we wish them both well in their future 

careers. However, their succession is assured and it will be a 

seamless transition. Jean-Marc will be replaced as our Director 

by a new Délégué Général and our Pedagogical Coordinator, 

Marion Garnier, will succeed Aude. So, we will have a new Presi-

dent, a new Deputy Director and a new Director. 

 Thank you, everyone, for supporting the adventure which is 

the Auckland Alliance. Being part of the Alliance has changed my 

life and it has all been such great fun. 

 And very best wishes to Rob and Marion for success in their 

new roles. 

 

Bien cordialement 

 

John Martins 

From out-going Auckland Alliance Française 

President John Martins. 

A Time for Change… 

 

New Committee of the 

Auckland Alliance Française, 2015 

Our Annual General Meeting was held at the Grey Lynn  premises 

on Saturday 11 April. The newly elected members of the 

Committee are: 

President Rob Verkerk 

Vice President Glenda Haines  

Secretary Emma Bloomkamp  

Treasurer Chris Rolfe  

Lee Harris  

Patrick Ibbertson  

Lisa Noonan 

 

PATRON:  S.E. Mme Florence Jeanblanc-Risler, Ambassadeur de 
France en Nouvelle-Zélande 

http://www.citroendriveeurope.co.nz/
http://www.aircalin.com/
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Courses and Events  

Les Trempeurs  
Alliance  

Tramping Club  
Next outing, See:  

www.lestrempeurs.blogspot.com  

Book Club 

The group meets on a Thursday, from 8 

to 9:30pm. 

Cost: $50 per half-year 

For further details, see 

 www.alliance-francaise.co.nz  

Alliance Française Ciné Club movie 
@ The Berkeley Takapuna 

AND 

Monterey Cinemas, Howick 
From 6.30pm - movie screens at 7.00pm 

Tickets $14 regular price / $12 for AF students 
and members, includes French cheese. 

French wine for sale. 

Movies are generally screened on the 
first Monday of the month at Takapuna 
and in Howick the following Monday. 

Our Clubs 

QUEBEC ORIGINAL 
Unique in its geography, history and culture, Quebec embodies warmth, 

intensity and absolute authenticity! Join Sophie on a journey through her 

magnificent country, and get the insider's guide to all her favourite spots. 

Monday, 20 April 2015 From 18:00 to 20:00 - Grey Lynn Centre. With 

Sophie Champagne. 

LE PARIS DES ARTISTES AU 

20EME SIECLE 

Maud will take you on a stroll through Paris and her most iconic arts 

locations. From Montmartre's artists village at the dawn of the 20th century 

to today's Street Art explosion: be ready to be captivated and inspired! 

Wednesday, 22 Apr 2015  From 18:00 to 20:00 - Grey Lynn Centre. With 

Maud Duron. 

A CHEESE TOUR DE FRANCE 

Maison Vauron are delighted to welcome you to their premises in Newmar-

ket to indulge 'ze French way'. Marion will teach you how to talk about 

cheese in French and Amandine will introduce you to four types of 

cheese, complimented by a nice glass of French wine. Santé!! 

Please note this workshop will be held at Maison Vauron, 5 McColl 

Street, Newmarket. 

Tuesday, 21 April 2015  From 18:00 to 20:00. With Marion Garnier. 
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SO TOULOUSE! 

"La Ville Rose" is a must-see city for any traveller to France! Let Nelly 

enchant you with tales of this amazing French city - its history, traditions 

and culture. Learn the best places to eat, drink and see the sights. A glass 

of wine and a special treat from Toulouse are included in this workshop. 

Thursday, 23 April 2015  From 18:00 to 20:00 - Grey Lynn Centre. With 

Nelly Ford. 
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Wine and complementary cheese from our partners 
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TERM 2: Children’s Term Courses: Monday, 20 April 2015 to Friday, 3 July 2015.  

Adults’ Term Courses Tuesday, 28 April 2015 to Friday, 26 June 2015. 

Two special events coming soon: 

Workshops can be booked online at: www.alliance-francaise.co.nz/french-courses/workshops/ 

French Pub Night 

A French-themed quiz night, with prizes. Next appointment: Wednesday, 

20 May. Stay tuned for details.  

 
Alliance Française Music Festival 
Saturday, 20 June @ GALATOS, 17 Galatos St, Newton. Based on the Fête 
de la Musique, an event originating in France and now celebrated in over 

100 countries. 

Not on our mailing list? Then send an email request to 
information@alliance-francaise.co.nz, and we’ll keep you up to date with 

all our upcoming events. 

http://www.alliance-francaise.co.nz/
http://www.lestrempeurs.blogspot.com
http://www.alliance-francaise.co.nz
http://www.pointwines.co.nz/
http://www.mvauron.co.nz/
http://www.alliance-francaise.co.nz/french-courses/workshops/
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La radio francophone d'Auckland 

Tous les dimanche soirs de 18hr05 à 19hr05 

Télécharger : www.planetaudio.org.nz/amusegueule 

Nous parler sur le blog : www.amusegueule.co.nz 

             Partenaire  

The 2015 Randell Cottage writer in 

residence David Fauquemberg 

talks about his work and discusses 

the theme 'Travel Literature and 

Creative Writing' with journalist 

Finlay MacDonald. 

David Fauquemberg has travelled 

to faraway places and sailed the 

Atlantic. He spent two years in 

Australia, the inspiration for his 

first novel, Nullarbor (2007), win-

ner of the Nicolas Bouvier Prize for 

travel writing. Mal Tiempo (2009), 

which is set in Cuba and has a 

boxing theme, was awarded sev-

eral prizes. His most recent novel 

Manuel el Negro (2013) is the 

product of a long stay in the world 

of Andalusia's flamenco gypsies. Exam Success: DELF 

Scolaire Qualification 

for New Zealand Schools 
More school students than ever will 

have the fantastic opportunity in 

2015 to gain an internationally 

recognised qualification issued by 

the French Ministry of Education. 

 Launched in New Zealand in 

2013 the DELF Scolaire scheme 

allows accredited schools to 

register as examination centres. 

Last year, seven centres located 

throughout the country saw 269 

candidates - up from 93 in 2013 - 

from 28 participating schools.  

More schools are joining the 

scheme, so candidate numbers are 

likely to keep growing. 

 For more information about 

the DELF Scolaire, how to have 

your school join this programme as 

an accredited examination centre 

or a participating school, and 

training courses for DELF markers 

and examiners, please go to the 

French Embassy in New Zealand 

website: http://www.ambafrance-

nz.org/DELF-scolaire 

DELF Scolaire is coordinated in 

New Zealand by the French 

Embassy in partnership with the 

Alliance Française network, 

International Languages Exchanges 

Pathways (ILEP), and the New 

Zealand Association of French 

Teachers (NZAFT). 

Actualités 

At the French Weekend: Art Language 

and Technology Family Drop-in. 

In partnership with ‘Le Cube’ Digi-

tal Art Centre based in Paris, ac-

tivities were supported by ‘Lunii’, 

a unique learning tool. Using a 

clever new technology, it encour-

ages children to come up with 

creative stories in French. 

Sunday 29 March. Our stand at 

the 2015 Auckland International 

Festival in Mt Roskill - the best! 

Les membres de l’Alliance Fran-
çaise bénéficient de 5% de réduc-
tion sur leur voyage + un Guide 
des Frogs offert pour toute loca-
tion d’un camping-car ou d’un 
itinéraire (voiture + héberge-
ment) de plus de 15 jours.* 

Members of Alliance Française 
get 5% discount on the total 
booking + a complimentary 
Guide des Frogs 2011 for the 
rental of a campervan or a car/
accommodation package (15 days 
minimum).* 

* Guide à retirer à l’agence di-
rectement 

Frogs in NZ Coffee+croissant+French= 

Le Petit 

Déjeuner 

 

Saturday morning at the 

Alliance Française 

10am to midday 

Members/Non-

members: $4/$5 

We were very 

pleased to wel-

come to our head-

quarters in Grey 

Lynn S.E. Mme 

Florence Jean-

blanc-Risler, the 

new French Am-

bassador to New Zealand, on 27 

March. The Ambassador met with 

staff and held a short conference 

with the Direction and members of 

the Committee. The progress that 

has been made at the Auckland 

Alliance during the past several 

years, and future challenges, were 

discussed. The Ambassador has 

graciously accepted the role of 

Patron of the Auckland Alliance 

Française.  

 You can read about Mme Jean-

blanc-Risler’s extensive experience 

in business and global affairs at the 

French Embassy in New Zealand 

website, http://www.ambafrance-

nz.org/The-Ambassador-3597 . 

Auckland Art Gallery 

Goes French 

The French Ambassador 

visits Auckland Alliance 

http://www.ambafrance-nz.org/DELF-scolaire
http://www.ambafrance-nz.org/DELF-scolaire
http://www.frogs-in-nz.com/
http://www.airfrance.com/
http://www.ambafrance-nz.org/The-Ambassador-3597
http://www.ambafrance-nz.org/The-Ambassador-3597
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Katherine Mansfield & Francis Carco in Gray 

By Thanh-Van Tran-Nhut 

 ‘Do you believe in predestination?’ asked 
Anna, her eyes glowing behind thick glasses. Her 
bangles tinkled as she leaned towards me across an 
open psychology textbook. 
 ‘What?’ 
 ‘You know, fate, invisible connections... Our 
lives being plotted out ahead of time...’ 
 Her face was dreamy, as if she were gazing 
deep into some crystal ball misty with spirits and 
ruined landscapes. 
 ‘Of course not,’ I shrugged, continuing my 
physics homework. ‘Descartes rules the world and 
I’ve got finals coming up next week.’ 
 
I had forgotten about this conversation from my 
university days, until I received an email in Janu-
ary 2015. It had been six months since I’d returned 
from Wellington, where I was the writer-in-
residence at Randell Cottage. The mail was from a 
friend who was still living in the small French town 
where we both attended high school. The heading 
read Commémoration Katherine Mansfield & 
Francis Carco à Gray. Those were names I was 
now familiar with, but what was this odd link to 
Gray? I had to go on the Internet to figure this out. 
 On 19 February 1915, after a long train ride 
from Paris, Katherine Mansfield arrived in a town 
in Eastern France. She was attempting to enter the 
war zone with a fake letter from an ‘aunt’ of hers 
and was met by a corporal who told her to follow 
him. The man was Francis Carco, stationed there 
since November 1914. He had asked to see her and 
they would spend four nights together before K. 
Mansfield returned to England. This trip was re-
counted in her story An Indiscreet Journey, where 
the name of the town was not mentioned. One 
must refer to her notebooks to find out that the 
lovers met in Gray, by the Saône river. 
 Only Mansfield specialists know where this 
short-lived romance took place. The townspeople 
certainly had no idea that two famous writers had 
spent several days in Gray. Believe me! My parents 
still live in Gray, I grew up there and had never 
heard about this encounter in 1915. 
 Having recently realised this, the town in-
tended to celebrate the 100th anniversary of K. 
Mansfield's and F. Carco's romantic meeting in 
Gray (20-22 February 2015). There were to be 
talks by K. Mansfield Society members, a theatrical 
performance and a showing of Boy, the movie by 
Taika Waititi. H.E. James Kember, New Zealand 
Ambassador to France, had also been invited to the 
event. 
 Quite fortuitously, the organisers had discov-
ered that I had ties with New Zealand. So I was 
asked to give a talk on my experience as the 2014 
French writer-in-residence at Randell Cottage and 
also describe my visit to the Katherine Mansfield 
Birthplace. 
 That’s when Anna’s words came back to me. 
 Honestly, what are the odds that, 99 years 
after K. Mansfield's and F. Carco’s visit, a person 
from Gray is awarded a writers residency in Wel-
lington, ends up living in a historic cottage just 10 

minutes from the house where she was born, be-
fore travelling to New Caledonia, Carco’s place of 
birth? 
 The commemoration of K. Mansfield's and F. 
Carco's romantic meeting in Gray was a big suc-
cess. Many people attended the event. My talk also 
went very well. The audience enjoyed hearing 
about the mandarin Tan series and seeing photos 
of Randell Cottage, the Katherine Mansfield Birth-
place, the National Library, and New Zealand and 
New Caledonia. 
 I got to meet Ambassador James Kember, who 
happened to be a friend of Sarah Dennis' (Chair of 
the Randell Cottage Writers Trust and former 
Ambassador of New Zealand to France). A very 
nice man, who was also Ambassador of New Zea-
land to... Viet-Nam. 
 I chatted with Gerri Kimber, Chair of the 
Katherine Mansfield Society (and a friend of Bev-
erley Randell and Susan Price, who gifted the Cot-
tage to the Writers Trust). She gave a wonderful 
talk at the theatre. Bernard Bosque, a Mansfield 
specialist (who knows Sarah Dennis and my writer 
friend Fiona Kidman), delved into An Indiscreet 
Journey, finding the exact train schedule that 
matched Mansfield's account, and followed the 
trail of the two lovers through Gray, very much like 
a literary sleuth. 
 So I was surrounded by friends of friends dur-
ing this lovely weekend. Invisible connections, 
Anna whispered. 
 For me, it was also a homecoming of sorts. Old 
classmates came to my talk, as well as high school 
teachers and a teacher who knew me as a nine year
-old. 
 We had a tour of Gray and went to places I had 
never seen. When you're a child, old buildings are 
not of immediate interest, so I discovered that the 
dark musty room where I used to learn music the-
ory is actually a historic place. I was quite amazed 
to find out that right next door was the most beau-
tiful library, built in 1859 and teeming with books 
dating back to the 16th century. Of course, the 
place was off-limits for kids, but nobody had told 
us we were sitting so close to such a treasure! 
 Now as an adult, I got to pore over an atlas 
with maps of New Zealand, from one of the voy-
ages of scientific exploration of Dumont d'Urville 
(1837-1840) that I've been researching. We also 
visited Tour Saint Pierre Fourier, built in the 17th 
century, with a unique revolving wooden staircase 
that seals off a small secret chamber - a good place 
to write crime novels. 
 Thus, in spite of distance, my ties to Randell 
Cottage and New Zealand were still thriving and it 
was nice to see the flags of France and New Zea-
land floating above the city hall and the theatre 
over the weekend. 
 So, I suppose Descartes still rules the world 
but every now and then, the fabric of logic seems 
to unravel and set loose threads floating about. 
And perhaps, by reaching out and connecting 
them, one might come upon startling encounters 
that would enchant my friend Anna. 

Thanh-Van Tran-Nhut was 2014 writer in residence at Randell Cottage (http://www.randellcottage.co.nz/residency/writers/) in Wel-
lington. The Randell Cottage Writers Trust has been hosting New Zealand and French writers since 2001. The residency reciprocates in 
some measure for the Katherine Mansfield Menton Fellowship (http://mansfieldfellowship.org/), which allows a New Zealand writer 
to work at the Villa Isola Bella in Menton, France. 

http://www.alliance-francaise.co.nz/
http://www.randellcottage.co.nz/residency/writers/
http://mansfieldfellowship.org/
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Last year Alliance Francaise Auckland member 
Eriko Tsujimoto spent 12 weeks on a French 
language immersion course at CAVILAM-
Alliance Française in Vichy, France. CAVILAM 
takes in over 5,000 students every year and 
specialises in immersion-based French lan-
guage learning. It is one of a select group of 
schools that have received the Quality Label for 
French as a Foreign Language. 
 Eriko is currently taking weekly conversa-
tion classes at AF Auckland and I caught up 
with her to find out more about her experiences 
at the language school. 

What made you choose CAVILAM-AF 
Vichy?  
I had previously taken a course at another lan-
guage school in Montpellier  and while I liked 
the town I was not so happy with the course. I 
decided to ask around among French teachers 
and the feedback was that CAVILAM in Vichy 
was the best school. I researched their website 
and felt their programme was well suited to me. 

How did you determine the type and level 
of class that would be suitable for you? 
From my internet research I chose to enrol in an 
intensive course and on the first morning we did 
a 2 hour assessment test to determine our levels. 
Because there are over 1000 students at the 
school they are able to offer classes from A1 to 
C2 and each of these levels is divided further 
into 4 sub-levels so the matching of classes to a 
student’s ability is very accurate. I started in 
B1.4 and progressed through to B2.1 by the end 
of my course. 

Can you describe a typical day in class? 
The classes were every day from Monday to 

Friday. We started at 8.45 am and went until 
midday with a fifteen minute break in the mid-
dle. The afternoon classes were optional from 
2.00 pm until 3.30 pm without a break. We 
could choose from a number of different sub-
jects such as grammar, speaking and DALF/
DELF preparation. I also chose to do a specialist 
class in Civilisation and enjoyed it very much. 
What was the average size of your class? 
I was there from July to mid-September which 
is the school’s busiest time. There were around 
10-12 students per class but outside those busy 
months I think class sizes are a bit smaller. 

Can you tell me more about your fellow 
students? 
They were all very friendly and came from all 
over the world. There were lots of Chinese and 
Brazilian university engineering students who 
had completed 2 years of study in their own 
countries. They were at CAVILAM to polish 
their French during the months of July and 
August before continuing their studies at their 
chosen universities in France for 2 years. There 
were also many French teachers from other 
countries, particularly Switzerland where it’s 
compulsory to have attained a minimum of C1 
level to teach French in schools. 

Was there extra work to do outside class? 
Almost every evening we had homework to do 
and it usually took around 2 hours per night. 

SM: What did you do for accommoda-
tion? 
AF offers a variety of accommodation options 
from self-contained apartments to home stay. I 
chose home stay and lived with a teacher and 
her daughter. We would eat breakfast and the 
evening meal together and on a number of occa-
sions I cooked a Japanese meal for the family. It 
was a great way to understand more of the local 
culture and to continue my learning outside the 
school as we always spoke French in the house.  
You can request many things about your home 
stay and I asked to be no more than a 10 minute 
walk from the school with no smokers or pets. 
The school’s accommodation provision is very 
well organised and they will work with you to 
ensure you are well matched with your home 
stay family. It’s important to specify that you 
need a home stay with Wi-Fi. Before I travelled I 
noticed the family I had been offered had no Wi-

Fi so I had to ask CAVILAM to change that. 

SM: Was there anywhere to eat on site?  
There was a canteen/restaurant at the school 
but, surprisingly for France, the food was not 
that great! However, for lunch it was easy to 
walk into town where there many great places to 
eat. 

SM: Were there any other activities out-
side class at the school? 
The school organised trips or activities almost 
every day. These would start around 4.00pm 
and finish around 7.30pm. At weekends whole 
day trips were available. They’d vary from a 
sports game to a visit to a local point of interest 
and we would receive a list of the options at the 
beginning of each week. The trips were optional 
and had to be paid for in addition to the school 
fees, although the school provided a free City 
Tour on the first day. There was also a free 
weekly movie night with French subtitles. I took 
advantage of many of the trips and it was a great 
way of meeting other new students and explor-
ing the local area. 

SM: What was Vichy like? 
It’s an old spa town and many of the older build-
ings were built during the Napoleon III period. 
It’s less popular as a spa now and does have a 
degree of faded splendour about it. There’s a 
river that runs through the centre of town and 
here you can find some restaurants and bars. 
There are also rowing boats and bikes for hire 
and a pony and riding club. During my stay 
there were a number of exhibitions and artistic 
events held around the town. 

SM: Was there any particular student 
who impressed you? 
I remember meeting a postgraduate from Tokyo 
University who was preparing to go to one of the 
Grandes Écoles. He had begun an immersion 
course as almost a beginner and after only four 
months had reached B2 level. He was clearly 
very intelligent but I found that rate of progress 
incredibly impressive. 

SM: What advice would you give to any 
students considering doing a course at 
CAVILAM?  
Make sure you learn a bit more about your own 
country and culture before you go. You will be 
interacting with students from all around the 
world and will be a representative of your own 
country. This is not only an opportunity to im-
prove your French skills, but also to meet lots of 
new people, learn about other cultures and 
share your own. 

Eriko was interviewed by Steven Mountjoy. 

If you would like to find out more about 
CAVILAM-Alliance Française, visit: 
www.cavilam.com. 

Intensive Summer Learning 
at CAVILAM-Alliance française, Vichy 

Vichy Town Hall 

Civilisation classmates at a riverside bar 

Eriko at Sancerre viewpoint overlooking the Loire 

http://www.cavilam.com.
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Idioms can be a bit of a nightmare when learning another lan-
guage and although most English idioms have French equiva-
lents they are usually quite different. For instance translating 
“It’s raining cats and dogs” into French would produce “Il 
pleut des chats et des chiens” which would make no sense to a 
French person. Instead, they would say “Il pleut des cordes” 
which literally translates to “It’s raining strings”. 

Here are a few more well-known English idioms with their 
French equivalents: 

“Don’t count your chickens before they’re 
hatched” (Don’t be presumptuous) 

“Ne vend pas la peau de l’ours 
avant de l’avoir tué”  

(Literally – don’t sell the skin of the 
bear before you’ve killed it) 

“To kill two birds with one 
stone” (Achieve two different things 
at the same time) 

“Faire d’une pierre deux 
coups” (Literally – to strike twice 
with one stone) 

“To cost an arm and a leg“(To be 
expensive) 

“Coûter les yeux de la tête” (Literally – to cost the eyes of 
the head) 

There are of course a few idioms that remain the same in 
French.  For example the equivalent of “To have your head 
in the clouds” (To be distracted or a dreamer) is simply a di-
rect translation “Avoir la tête dans les nuages”. 

Expressions Idiomatiques French Language Resources 
If you’re learning French the internet has a huge range of resources to 
assist you. Some are subscription-based services but many are entirely 
free. Here’s a selection of sites that you might find useful: 

Beginner to Intermediate  

Coffee Break French Lessons 1-80 – www.radiolingua.com/cbf-
step-1/ 

This is a free series of 80 audio lessons, of about 20 minutes each, start-
ing right at beginner level. The free versions are available by pressing the 
Access Lesson button to the right of each lesson. Then scroll down the 
page and play or download the lesson. If you want the enhanced material 
you can subscribe at different levels. These are also available as podcasts. 

Babbel – www.babbel.com 

Babbel has many different language options including French and has 
apps for Apple and Android. The learning starts at absolute beginner 
level. There is a certain amount of free material but you will be asked to 
register and eventually will need to subscribe to fully benefit from their 
service. Particularly useful is what they call the Review Manager which 
keeps track of your vocabulary learning and reviews words or phrases 
based on your previous performance. 

About Education – www.french.about.com 

This site has links to a huge array of other resources and is useful if you 
don’t mind all the ads! If you want clarity on a point of grammar, or pro-
nunciation, type it into the search box and it will usually find a relevant 
article. It’s free but can be frustrating to navigate. 

BBC Ma France - www.bbc.co.uk/languages/french/mafrance/ 

A 24 part audio-visual series full of interactive exercises pitched at post-
beginner level. It uses flash so unfortunately won’t work on an iPad. 

Intermediate to Advanced  

Radio France International – www.rfi.fr 

This site has a whole section for French language learners and lots of 
great resources. To access it just click on the Apprendre le français but-
ton at the top left of the page. Particularly useful is Le journal en français 
facile. This is a daily 10 minute audio news bulletin read in relatively 
simple French. There’s also a transcript to assist in comprehension and 
it’s available as a podcast.  

NHK World News Bulletin in French – www3.nhk.or.jp/
nhkworld/french/top 

NHK World in Japan produce this daily 15 minute audio news bulletin 
read by native French speakers. It’s a combination of Japanese and world 
news, relatively easy to understand and available as a podcast. There are 
also a number of other French resources on the site.  

TV5Monde - www.apprendre.tv5monde.com 

Produced by the French TV network, here you will find a great array of 
resources for learning French. All levels, from beginner to advanced, are 
catered for. 

 

- Researched by Steven Mountjoy 

http://www.alliance-francaise.co.nz/
http://www.radiolingua.com/cbf-step-1/
http://www.radiolingua.com/cbf-step-1/
http://www.babbel.com
http://www.french.about.com
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/french/mafrance/
http://www.rfi.fr
www3.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/french/top
www3.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/french/top
http://www.apprendre.tv5monde.com
http://www.mvauron.co.nz/
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Enter the competition to win a free workshop* 

between 20 April and 23 April!  

Email the answers to the following questions to 

competition@alliance-francaise.co.nz 

by 4.30pm on Friday 17 April. Correct entries will 

go into the draw, to be held on Saturday 18 April 

during the Petit Dejeuner. Remember to include 

your name and contact phone number, and your 

preferred choice of workshop. 

* Please note: Prize excludes Maison Vauron 

'Tour de France of Cheese' workshop. 

Focus: la Francophonie 

Belgium is a small country geographically but it 

punches above its weight in terms of the creative 

arts. Name the following renowned French 

language artists and writers: 

1. A highly influential surrealist painter, whose 

works include Ceci n'est pas une pipe, and the 

haunting, enigmatic The Son of Man.  

2. One of the most published francophone authors 

in the world, with nearly 200 novels to his name, as 

well as other works. Most famous for the Inspector 

Maigret series of detective novels. 

3. Raised in a francophone environment, but with a 

Flemish mother and Rwandan father, this Belgian 

singer/song writer/fashion designer is one of the 

most popular acts in Europe at the moment. His 

clip, Papaoutai, has had over 241,000,000 views on 

Youtube. What is his stage name? 

 

 

Quiz compiled by Lisa Jarvis 

Monday, 20 April Term 2 (Children’s term courses 
start). 

Monday, 20 April Ateliers Voyages: Quebec Original. 
6pm to 8pm at Alliance Grey Lynn 
Centre 

Tuesday, 21 April Ateliers Voyages: A Cheese Tour de 
France. 6pm to 8pm at Maison Vauron 

Wednesday, 22 April Ateliers Voyages: Le Paris des artistes 
au 20eme siècle. 6pm to 8pm at Alli-
ance Grey Lynn Centre 

Thursday, 23 April Ateliers Voyages: So Toulouse. 6pm to 
8pm at Alliance Grey Lynn Centre 

Tuesday, 28 April Term 2 (Adult courses start). 

Tuesday, 28 April DELF TP Session 1 deadline for enrol-
ment 

Saturday, 9 May DELF TP Session 1 Exam. 

Saturday, 16 May Alliance Française Book Sale 

Wednesday, 20 May French Pub Night 

Friday, 22 May FRENCH FOR TRAVELLERS: Friday, 6pm 
to 9pm plus Saturday, Sunday, 9-12pm 
and 1-4pm. 

Saturday, 20 June Fête de la Musique. (Venue to be ad-
vised). 

Friday, 26 June Term 2 Ends (Adult term courses) . 

Monday, 29 June Ateliers: Food Week 

Friday, 3 July Term 2 Ends (Children’s term 
courses) . 

Auckland Alliance Française Calendar 

Term 2, 2015 

For further details and updates on all 

Alliance Française Auckland Courses and Events, please refer to 

our website, www.alliance-francaise.co.nz. 

Win 

a Workshop!!* 
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